
FMS—Hot, Hot, Hot…Spreading the Fire! That is the theme that surrounds the hallways 
of Fairview Middle School as they continue to reach beyond 212° where water goes from 
hot to boiling.  One degree makes the difference between water and steam.  We want to 

go that extra degree in all we do at Fairview Middle School.  In an effort to do this, 
Fairview 6th graders just completed a literature circle project, coordinated by media 

specialist Kim Mullican, in collaboration with Language Arts teacher Rebecca Gregory.  
This literature circle project allowed students the opportunity to read novels related to 
topics involving service learning.  Initiated by a Learn and Serve Grant, students were 
able to discuss weekly, ideas and suggestions in which they could take part in helping 

themselves while serving others.  To supplement this project, guest speakers came to talk 
to the 6th graders about the areas of serving learning brought out in the literature circles.  

Elderly, special needs, cultural differences, disaster preparedness, and environment 
conservation were the areas presented.  When students were asked about their most 
enjoyable part of this experience, Kenzie Fox really enjoyed hearing about ways to 

volunteer with special needs.  She liked the whole project experience of being able to talk 
to her peers about the book they were reading together.  Austin Fletcher also liked the 
volunteer opportunities of becoming a buddy for a special needs peer, especially at the 
Special Olympics in Cullman or at Field of Miracles.  He enjoyed the whole literature 

circle experience in that he really liked the book he read, Letters from Rifka, and probably 
would not have read something like that on his own.    The project will end with final 

group presentations of different components of the novels.  7th and 8th graders will also 
participate in similar activities throughout the school year.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Guest Speakers for Fairview Middle School Service Learning 
From L to R:  Tim Scott, Environment; Tina Corbin, Special Needs; 
Mikki Ivic, Cultural Differences; Aladie Howse, Disaster 
Preparedness; Kim Wood, Service Learning Coordinator; Randall 
Shedd, Elderly 



 
 

 
Sixth grade students enjoy listening to Mikki talk about her adjustments of moving to the 

United States from Serbia three years ago. 
 

 
Tim Scott shares his knowledge of water testing and treatment through his experience 

and expertise with Soil and Water Conservation. 



 

 
Aladie Howse graduated from Be Ready Camp two weeks ago.  She represented Fairview 
Middle School in Huntsville for a four night, five day camp which ended in a mock plane 

crash rescue mission.  She shares some of her rescue skills and disaster preparedness 
skills with fellow classmates. 

 

 
Sixth grade FMS students loved hearing about ways to volunteer with special needs 

through Tina Corbin, Margaret Jean Jones Center. 



 

 
Randall Shedd, Mayor of Fairview, offers suggestions for students in the field of 

volunteerism for the elderly and senior citizens of Cullman County. 
 
 

 
Kim Wood, FMS Service Learning Coordinator, discusses with students what service 

learning really is and how to log individual hours dedicated to serving others. 


